Second, I wanted to bring attention to the interior of a subject. Finally, I required both the interior and the exterior of the figure to bear evidence of the emotional condition which I sought to expose.
Initially, my approach to these concerns was to conduct a series of small experiments, the cumulative result of which would satisfy my objectives.
It happened though that in the summer of 1985 I became interested in the fortieth anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima. Newspapers, television and magazines were certainly giving much attention to the event. I began consciously to take time to absorb information pertaining to the Hiroshima experience. Before long I realized that I must use this theme in my work. In fact, this subject could embody all of my sculptural concerns. As I watched the story behind August 6, 1945, unfold, I felt Thus I sought to achieve visual unity in the total work.
The "A-Bomb Dome," located at the epicenter of the bombing, remained standing while the rest of the city was Paper cranes and the cherry branches and blossoms are motifs specific to events of meaning to the Japanese people.
These were also real objects that had been burnt out and then cast. The Japanese characters on the forehead of the figure mean Phoenix, the bird that rises from the ashes. I built the head from the inside of a plaster mold and built the spruing structure into the interior in process. This allowed me to produce a casting with no finishing work on the surface and consequently no tool marks to cover up.
Each part was cast separately and then assembled by welding as I had done in the second piece.
I wanted the textures to be very visible so I chose to paint some of the surfaces with an acrylic wash and left the remainder in bare bronze.
CONCLUSION
The finished ensemble is successful for me. The strong motivation behind it is essential in my work. I started with a thought-out plan and, even though the plan evolved and the project took the better part of two years, I
never encountered any real trouble nor did I ever lose interest. I felt free to take a stand on some important personal preferences. I feel strongly about the finishing processes, the use of paint on metal, and the employment of chance. My reward from this experience has been to gain faith in my judgments. Therefore I have the desire to continue my work.
